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Gulf Medical University PharmD students undertake Prescribing Skills training and

assessment in pursuit of '""Patient Safety"

Pharmacy professionals play a vital role in delivering care and helping patients maintain and
improve their health, safety and wellbeing. Patients and the public have a right to be prescribed
safe and effective medications. Historically, pharmacist contribution to medication safety was
focused on dispensing, Now, their roles have expanded as medication therapy has increased in
complexity. While pharmacists have contributed to patient safety over the years as part of their
many job-related responsibilities, they now recognize and embrace their unique training, which
positions them to greatly impact patient safety through the global evaluation and improvement
of medication safety processes.

For the first time in the Middle East region, GMU pharmacy students are undergoing training
to enhance medication safety at the individual patient level through medication management
skills, monitor outcomes and initiate efforts to mitigate drug-related outcomes that may cause
harm. They participated in a yearlong training program during their Advanced Pharmacy
Practice Experience (APPE) and completed a prescribing skills assessment. This was enabled
by an academic collaboration between the British Pharmacological Society Assessment and
GMU which resulted in a benchmarking exercise for GMU pharmacy education outcomes
including prescribing skills against international standards.

Dr. Sherief Khalifa, Vice Chancellor for Quality & Global Engagement and Dean College of
Pharmacy commented: We are proud of our partnership with the British Pharmacological
Society Assessment. Through this partnership, our pharmacy graduates are enhancing their
prescribing skills which reflects directly on patient medication safety.
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